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SYSTEMATIC AND DISTRIBUTIONAL NOTES ON MELANESIAN 
CERCERIS (I4YMENOPTERA: SPIIECIDAE) 

Karl V. Krombein, 

Department of Entomology, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C. 20560 

ABSTRACT — Ccrccris dogonensis, n. sp., and the hitherto unrecognized male 
of C. vcchti Krombein are described; distributional and descriptive notes are 
given for several other taxa. 



Some additional specimens of Melanesian Cerceris have come to 
hand since publication of my revision (1969). The following notes are 
published to describe C. clogonensis , n. sp., and the previously unrec- 
ognized male of C. vechti Krombein, and to provide additional data 
on color variation, phenology and distribution. I am indebted to the 
following specialists for making the material available for study: 
I. H. II. Yarrow and C. R. Vardy, British Museum (Natural History) 
(BMN1I); J. L. Gressitt, B. P. Bishop Museum (BPBM); and E. F. 
Riek, Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization, 
Canberra (CSIRO). 

Ccrccris pictivcntris immolator Smith 

New Britain: 1 <$ , Mosa Palm Oil Plantation near Iloskins, January 1969, Mrs. 

J. E. Benson (BMNII). 

Solomon Islands: 1<$, Konga Village (Bum), Bougainville, 6 February-21 March 

1961, W. W. Brandt (CSIRO). 

Ccrccris dogoncusis Krombein, new species 

fig. 1 

This species runs to couplet 9 (Krombein, 1969, p. 7) and may be 
separated from the other species keying there by having the clypeal 
process more erect and located basallv rather than near the apex. 
Further, it is separated from millironi Krombein by having the front 
subcontiguously punctate and in lacking the small depression at the 
base of the second sternum. It is distinct from reicula Krombein, 
mimiscula Turner, vechti Krombein and venusta Smith in that the 
inner eye margins converge slightly above. 

Holotype: 9, Dogon, Amazon Bay area, 2300 ft, Papua, 13 Sep- 
tember-11 December 1962, W. W. Brandt (CSIRO). 

Length 11 mm, forewing 9 mm. Black, the pale markings light to medium 
reddish yellow or red, appearing to be cyanided. The following light reddish 
yellow: basal % of mandible, clypeus except small median, basal blotch, face to 
top of interantennal lamella except for narrow stripes below and above antennal 
insertion, antenna beneath, narrow stripe along eye posteriorly, elongate lateral 
spot on pronotal dorsum, small lateral spot on scutellum, band on postscutellum, 
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Fig. 1. Female head, Cerceris dogonensis , holotype; frontal view at left, profile 
at right. 



small spot beneath tegula, rounded spot along juncture of lateral and posterior 
surfaces of propodeum, band on apex of first tergum narrowed anteriorly in 
middle, all of second tergum except rounded posterolateral spot, fore femur and 
tibia beneath, mid femur beneath, mid tibia on anterior surface, apical half of 
hind femur, and hind tibia beneath. The following medium red: tegula, fore 

tibia posteriorly, fore tarsus, mid basitarsus, narrow apical bands on third and 
fourth terga, apical half of fifth tergum, sixth tergum, lateral spot on second 
sternum, and posterolateral spots on third to fifth sterna. Wings clear except 
marginal cell and apex of forewing infumated, stigma and veins brown. 

Head (fig. 1) transversely oval, the height (apex of clypeus to posterior 
ocelli) 0.68 times the width; inner eye margins converging above, the inter- 
ocular distance across posterior ocelli 0.87 times that at intersection of epistomal 
suture and inner eye margin; inner margin oi mandible with 2 blunt teeth at 
middle; apical margin of clypeus broadly rounded, with 3 small median teeth; 
clypeal process suberect, about twice as broad as high, apical margin rounded as 
viewed from above; front subcontiguously punctate, not rugose; first flagellar 
segment slightly longer than second. 

Thorax coarsely and contiguously to subcontiguously punctate except 
metapleuron, propodeal enclosure and side of propodeum; anterior earina on 
lateral surface of pronotum not lamellate, extending a short distance onto dorsum; 
tegula not inflated; mesopleuron not dentate or tuberculate; metapleuron with 
close oblique rugulae; lateral surface of propodeum with more separated rugulae; 
propodeal enclosure with median, shallow crenulate groove, the sides more deeply 
crenulate, rest of surface densely micropunctate. 
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Fore basitarsal comb with 6 spines; keel of left hind tibia with 3 serrations, the 
right with 4. 

First tergum subquadrate, sides rounded; first through fifth terga with relatively 
coarse, subcontiguous punctures; pygidium with sides rounded, length 1.63 times 
the width, most of surface with contiguous punctures bearing short, suberect 
setae, the sides narrowly and apical fourth with close wrinkles; first sternum with 
low rounded keel on basal half; second sternum flat at base; hypopygium with 
apical teeth separated by a narrow U-shaped emargination, lateral margin with a 
small tooth adjacent to apical tooth. 

Male: Unknown. 

Cerceris reicula Krombein 

Territory of New Guinea: 19, Ulap, Morobe District, 800-1100 m, September 
1968, N. L. II. Krauss ( BPBM). 1$, Mt. Missim, 1600 m, 7°15'S, 146°48'E, 
6 February 1970, J. H. Sedlacek (BPBM). U, Jimmi River, Western High- 
lands, 4700 ft, 21 September 1961, W. W. Brandt (CSIRO). 

The female from Ulap is similar in color pattern to the holotype but 
has a small yellow spot on the left side of the pronotum, small paired 
spots anteriorly on the second tergum, and a small median spot poste- 
riorly on the fifth tergum in addition to the posterolateral spots. The 
two males have the same color pattern as the allotype except that the 
specimen from Mt. Missim has only posterolateral spots on the fourth 
tergum instead of a band. 

Cerceris minuscula scullcniana Krombein 

New Britain: 2$, Mosa Palm Oil Planatation near Hoskins, 29 January and 
25 January- 1 February 1969, Mrs. J. E. Benson (BMNH). 

Territory of New Guinea: 1 <$ , Goroka Highlands, 6,000 ft, February 1969, 

Mrs. J. E. Benson (BMNH). 1$, Kundiawa, Chimbu River, 26 March 1964, 
D. H. Colless (CSIRO). 



Cerceris vechti Krombein 

Territory of New Guinea: 19, Mt. Hagen, 5670 ft, 2 March 1969, Mrs. J. E. 

Benson (BMNH). 59, 1$, Mt. Hagen, 19 April 1969, K. P. Dwyer (BMNH). 

The females are more extensively maculated with yellow than the 
type series of three females from Karimui and Kiunga, Fly River. In 
addition to the yellow markings described for the holotype the Mt. 
Hagen females have the following yellow maculations: 1 or 2 pairs of 
spots on propodeum; first tergum with a broad apical band extending 
forward on sides; and second tergum with a complete or very 
narrowly interrupted band. 

Male (hitherto unrecognized): Length 9 mm, forewing 7.5 mm. Black, the 
following yellow: clypeus except apical margin of median lobe, sides of front to 
a point opposite upper level of antennal insertions, interantennal keel, tiny spot 
behind eye, scape beneath, small lateral spot on pronotum, outer half of tegula, 
band on postscutellum, broad apical bands or smallish posterolateral spots on 
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first and second terga, narrow apical hands on fourth, fifth and occasionally 
sixth terga, pair of small spots on first sternum, small spot beneath on fore femur, 
fore and mid tibiae except narrow black streak on outer surface, hind tibia be- 
neath, fore tarsus and mid basitarsus. 

Characters peculiar to the male are: head height 0.8 times the greatest width; 
eyes not convergent above or below, the intcrocular distance at posterior ocelli 
and intersection of epistomal suture and inner eye margin subequal; cl>peus 
gently convex, the apical margin of median lobe feebly tridentate, the apical 
margin with a fimbria of curled, wax> -appearing hairs on lateral third; keel on 
lateral surface of pronotum produced into a lamella; sides of pygidium gently 
curved, the greatest width % the length, the surface coarsely punctate, fifth and 
sixth sterna without subbasal fimbriae; and hypopygitim semicirenlarly emarginate 
at apex, the lateral teeth acute and slender. 

The male most closely resembles Cerceris venusta atvescens Krom- 
bein and runs to that taxon in my key ( 1969, p. 11). It is distinguished 
by the yellow bands or spots on the first 2 terga, the presence of a 
yellow band on the sixtli tergum, and the lamellate development of 
the lower part of the pronotal keel. The allotype of v. atreseem from 
Mt. Hagen and para type from Wau are properly referable to vechti , 
leaving the paratype from Kumur as the only known male of o. 
atrescens. 
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THE SPECIES OF THE GENUS TACPAKI A WALKER 
(LEPIDOPTERA, CEOMETRIDAE) 

Douglas C. Ferguson 

Systematic Entomology Laboratory, Agricultural Research Service, USDA 1 

ABSTRACT — The American genus Tacparia Walker, previously thought to 
consist of 2 species, is shown to include 3; namely, zalissaria W alker, atropunctata 
(Packard), and detersata (Guenee). The names zalissaria and atropunctata , 
which had been considered synonymous, actually refer to structurally distinct but 
superficially similar sibling species. Their distribution is limited mainly to the 
Atlantic coastal region, atropunctata being northern and zalissaria southern, with 
some overlap in the general vicinity of New York City. 

Tacparia W'alker 

Tacparia Walker, 1860, p. 233. Type-species: Tacparia zalissaria W alker, 1860, 
by monotvpy. 



1 Mail address: c/o U.S. National Museum, Washington, D.C. 20560. 



